	

	


Dash’s opens location in Clarence

New site is chain’s fourth store in area

By Samantha Maziarz
News Business Reporter

 

Joe Dash is celebrating his family's 85th year in business today by opening a brand new Dash's Market on Main Street in Clarence. The upscale, independent grocery, located between Harris Hill and Shimerville Road, is the company's fourth location. 

 The newest Dash's is a total rebuild of the former Latina's Market it acquired in early 2007. Complete interior gutting, as well as exterior demolition and construction, have left 28,000 square feet of neat, attractive space, complete with a grand stone portico entrance. 

"It's the next evolution of Dash's Market," said Joe Dash, a third-generation grocer and Dash's owner. "It's basically what we do at our existing locations, but with some new twists."The Main Street store, which is slightly larger than the others in Amherst, Town of Tonawanda and Buffalo, is the first to have a drive-through window and valet parking. The drive-through will primarily serve customers of the fireplace-equipped Spot Coffee cafe, but will also offer limited items from the "Dinner in a Dash" selection of premade meals. 

 

Inside the market's exposed brick interior are sleek, winding cases to display fresh sushi and aged beef. The company's trademark mix of local, national and specialty items will include an expanded natural and organic food selection, as well as a florist, prepared meals, a wider variety of imported cheeses, and artisan bread made in conjunction with Le Metro bakery. 

The company's diverse selection, upscale aesthetics and compact floor plan appeal to a middle- and upper-income niche market, and have helped it survive in the face of fierce competition from giant supermarkets such as Wegmans, Tops and Super Wal-Mart. 

"We're not everything to everybody, but we're most things to most people," said Mark Mahoney, Dash's director of operations. 

Next on Dash's to-do list is the expansion and renovation of its Hertel Avenue store in Buffalo. The Colvin Boulevard store in the Town of Tonawanda was remodeled and expanded last year. The latest store is part of the company's plan to expand slowly. 

 "We don't fit into all areas, so we need to temper our growth," Dash said. 

    

